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ABRAHAM

PIONEER OF FAITH.

Ur of the Chaldean, his birthplace. Gen. 11:28, was a focal point of the trade routes of

The world like New York, London or Paris. It was a bustling commercial center, enjoying a high developed
Material and intellectual civilization. Its art, medicine and judicial system surpassed

Many other natures.

Abraham had wide opportunity for contact with people from other places. Divine

Providence had him placed where he could best gain a world vision.

Ur was however the center of gross idolatry and evil religions, filled with cruelty and

Corruption. Abraham knew nothing of the true God until the divine self revelation. It was from

this scene of comfort and culture that Abraham was called.

THE CALL

Every spiritual biography begins with a call from God, a communication of his sovereign

choice. In some way not revealed to us but unmistakably clear to Abraham. God spoke to him.

Gen. 12:1; Acts 7:2.

We rejoice in the blessing of the gospel because he was faithful to Him who called him.

The call of God comes to men in a way which does not force by leaving room for refusal,

implicit obedience or obedience with a reservation. It was this obedience with reservation

which Abraham chose. But over the years, God trained and shaped Abraham until he came to the place of utter and unquestioning obedience.

Called to leave his home, Gen. 12:1, His possessions Gen. 13:5,6; and relatives Gen.

14:12-14, and to surrender worldly ambitions Gen. 14:17-24. He was required to deny the

claims of natural affections. Gen. 22:1-11, 22.

He was called to a position of awe-inspiring possibility and privilege.

He was called to be founder or father of a great nation, to receive great blessing, and to

inherit a great name and to be the medium of blessing to all the families of the earth. Gen.

12:2,3.

HIS OBEDIENCE

By faith, Abraham obeyed. Heb. 11:8. Obedience is doing the will of another. His life

deepened and broadened only gradually. Obedience to God's call was the expression of his

Faith in God. Rom. 5:20,21.

ABRAHAM

HE HAD FOUR ALTARS

The First Altar- Gen. 12:7. His first altar was built at Shechem. Shechem means back or

shoulder.

The Second Altar-Gen. 12:8. His second was between Bethel and Ai. Bethel means the House of God; Ai means the heap of Ruins.

The Third Altar-Gen. 13:18. His third altar was at Hebron. Hebron means communion.

The Fourth Altar-Gen. 22:9. His fourth altar was built on Mt. Moriah. Mt. Moriah means

provided by Jehovah.

The First Altar-- Gen. 12:7.

At Shechem the Lord appeared unto him and said, "Unto thy seed will give this land." (I got

your back and I will shoulder it.)

The faith of Abraham in leaving Haran in obedience to the divine call is now rewarded

by the definite promise of possession of the land by his seed or descendants.

When we come into the good land. Ephesians 1:3. Elected, chosen, Sonship, accepted,

administrating with Christ in the world to come. 1Pet.1:3-5 the character of it.

Heb. 9:15 duration.

Eph. 1:11 The enjoyment of it. Revelation of God's heart. Appreciation will make one build an

Altar. It suggests taking a priestly place with god and ministering to his pleasure and delight in

light of what he has done for us.

The Canaanites were then in the land. Eph.6:12. They were traffickers, but they were

never in the good of the blessings of the land.

The Second Altar-Gen. 12:8.

It was between Bethel and Ai. The house of God and the heap of ruin.

And he removed-He was a pilgrim. The tent and the altar went together.

Heb.1l:10. He looked for a city which hath foundation, whose builder and maker is God.

The house of God is where God dwells. 1 Tim.3:15. It is a place of order and

dependence, a place of judgment. 1 Pet. 4:17. A place of approach. Heb. 10:21,22.

He was not fully in the good of the truth of the House of God because his tent

Was not there but between Bethel and Ai.

The danger of compromising one position and not living in the light of revealed truth.

1 Kings 18:21. How long halt ye between two opinions. If the Lord be God, follow him, but if

Baal, then follow him.

What is the importance of the House of God?

How does one to the house of God?

The Third Altar-Gen. 13:18.

The third Altar was at Hebron. Hebron means communion.

He removed his tent. (Pilgrim and a stranger here)

He dwelt (or was at home) in Mamre.

Mamre - fatness, firmness, vigor. 3 John 2, Psm 1:2,3; Jer.17: 7-9; Ezel. 47:12.

But what will bring about this?

Hebron - communion, alliance. Another word that can be used is fellowship.

1 John 1:3; 1 Cor.1:9.

It is having that morning by morning communion with divine Persons.

Example Isa. 50:4; Psm. 1:2; Josh. 1:8.

How is my time with the Lord?

Abraham grew in intimacy with God, that he was called the friend of God. Isa. 41:8; James 2:23;

2 Chr. 20:7.

How could we become more devoted to Christ?

The Fourth Altar-Gen.22:9

The fourth Altar was Mt. Moriah. Moriah means provided of Jehovah.

They came, Abraham and Isaac. Showing that Isaac was in the good of being a pilgrim.

How good to see those who follow gain the spiritual lesson shown. Heb.ll:9.

This is where we surrender all. Gen. 22:2; Heb. 11:17-19.

What is most precious to us?

What will I love to hold on to?

Have I come to Mt. Moriah in spirit?

Rom. 12:1,2; Phil. 3:7,8.
